Macrophage Activation Factors<br />in the Brains of AIDS Patients.
HIV, soluble HLA class I (sHLA-I), quinolinic acid (QUIN), and the monokines IL-1&beta;, IL-6, and TNF-&#945; were measured by ELISA and PCR in brain tissue of 60 AIDS autopsies without evidence of CNS opportunistic infections. Individual cases showed good interrogational correlations for the factors measured. There was a positive correlation between concentrations of IL-1&beta; and IL-6. Brain viral burden correlated with intraparenchymal levels of sHLA-I, IL-1&beta;, and IL-6. Comparison of neuritic damage and levels of immune mediators implicates macrophage activation factors in the etiology of neurologic damage in AIDS.